Chn 800: Bibliography and Research Methodology

Spring 2008
歡迎, 歡迎!
Course Outline

Class time:
Tuesday, Thursday, 3:30-5:18
Classroom: 
TBA
Instructor:
Dr. Meow Hui Goh

Email: goh.25@osu.edu

Tel: 292-2284 (dial last five digits on campus)

Office: Hagerty Hall, Rm 358

Office hours: Tue & Thu, 5:30-6:30 pm

Course description: 

This course is required of all graduate students in Chinese. As a core foundation course in the Chinese graduate program, its purpose is to introduce students to the research tools of the professional scholar of Chinese, to familiarize them with important works for the study of traditional Chinese texts, and to teach the basics of scholarship and correct academic style in writing. Upon completion of the course, students are expected to have the ability to identify and resolve textual problems, and to conduct a research project in a responsible and effective manner. The knowledge and skill that students acquire in this course are broadly relevant and applicable to other graduate-level courses and to the rest of their academic career.  

There will be weekly written exercises on various “tricky” research problems, in-class presentations, and a bibliographic project that extends through the entire course. Students should be prepared to spend at least three hours per week in the library working as “literary detectives,” in addition to time required for completing other assignments. Some of you might find the assignments rather tedious, but no pain, no gain!    

Reading materials:

1. Large amount of bibliographic materials will be introduced and used in the class. These materials are prepared by the instructor based mainly on:

Chan, Tim W, comp. Principle Sources of Chinese Studies: A Selected Bibliography. 1999. Unpublished.

Cutter, Robert Joe, comp. Proseminar in Chinese Literature. 1995. Unpublished.

The instructor extends her gratitude to the two scholars for granting their permission for the use of the materials. 

2. Required:
Wilkinson, Endymion. Chinese History: A Manual (Revised). Cambridge: Harvard University Asia Center, 2000. 

Please purchase the book at SBX (Students’ Books Exchange; Tel: 291-9528).

3. Recommended:
The Chicago Manual of Style (15th Edition). Chicago: The University of  Press, 2003.

Course requirements:

1) Attendance and in-class participation: these go without saying!

2) Specific reading and/or “tasks” will be assigned before each class. The “tasks” usually require that each student look up a few sources listed on the class materials and make oral presentation on them in the next class. 

3) One written exercise consisting of several questions will be assigned each week. These exercises should be done with the most care and seriousness and hand in on time. You are encouraged to revise your exercise after it has been graded and resubmit it.

4) Every student will be assigned a bibliography project related to his/her area of focus from the start. Students should begin the project immediately and continue to work on it through the entire duration of the course (and hopefully to as long as your study progresses). There will be two deadlines for the project: the 6th week and the final week. The project constitutes a major portion of the mid-term and final examinations. More details will be discussed in class. 

Instructions for keyboarding in writing exercises:

· Use fanti 繁體 for all Chinese characters.
· Use a computer to write your exercise and hand in a print-out copy of it; do not hand-write your exercise or send it to your instructor electronically. Remember to save your work for later revision and for your own reference.
· The entire text, including notes and bibliography, should be double-spaced and in 12-point font size.

· Only the left-hand margin should be justified; right-hand justification should be turned off to preserve correct word-spacing.

· Use margins of at least one inch on all four sides of the text.

Collegial Spirit
The weekly written assignments will require that students make extensive use of library references. To ensure that everyone has access to these materials, you MUST NOT check out or misplace them. This is a courtesy that you should show your classmates, who will also be your colleagues in the future! That being said, you should nevertheless complete each assignment independently and responsibly. Using the work of others as your own is a misrepresentation of yourself and is dishonest.     

Academic Misconduct
The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations and other assignments All cases of suspected plagiarism, in accordance with university rules, will be reported to the Committee on Academic Misconduct. (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

*Plagiarism is the representation of another’s works or ideas as one’s own: it includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or paraphrasing of another person’s work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person’s ideas.

Disability Access
If you need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability, you should contact me to arrange an appointment as soon as possible. At the appointment we can discuss the course format, anticipate your needs and explore potential accommodations. I rely on the Office For Disability Services for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing accommodation strategies. If you have not previously contacted the Office for Disability Services, I encourage you to do so. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Grading System
Attendance and class participation ……….. 10%

Oral presentation……………………………15%

10 exercises ………………..……………….50% (5% each)

Bibliography project (mid-term and final)….25%

Total of
95%-100%..............................A



90%-94%................................A-



87%-89%................................B+



84%-86%................................B



80%-83%................................B-



77%-79%................................C+



74%-76%................................C



70%-73%................................C-



67%-69%................................D+



64%-66%................................D



60%-63%................................D-



57%-59%................................E+



54%-56%................................E



50%-53%................................E-  

No strict curve will be enforced but not everyone will be given an A or A-!
Weekly Schedule (subject to minor revision based on class progress):
	Week
	

	1
	Style

Readings:
Course Material 1
“Chi 800: Course Outline” 

The Chicago Manual of Style (15th Edition). Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2003. v-x (“Contents”), xi-xiii (“Preface”), 1-56 (“The Parts of a Published Work”). 

JAOS style sheet

Wilkinson, Endymion. Chinese History: A Manual (Revised and Enlarged). Cambridge,
Mass.: Harvard University Asia Center for the Harvard-Yenching Institute, 2000. xix (“Romanization”), Chapter 7 (“Libraries”) under “I. Basics.”  
Exercise 1 (due next week)

	2
	Sinology, Sinological Guides, and Bibliographies of Secondary Sources
Readings:

Course Material 2

Wilkinson, Chapter 8 under “Basics”

Kennedy, George A. ZH Guide: An Introduction to Sinology. New Haven: Far Eastern Publication, Yale University, 1953.

Exercise 2 (due next week)

	3
	Language and Identification
Readings:

Course Material 3

Wilkinson, Chapters 1, 2, 16 under “Basics”

Zheng, Zhongwen cankao ziliao, 112-5 (listed in Course Material 2)

Oral report: Question 1 in Exercise 2

Exercise 3 (due next week)

	4
	People

Readings:

Course Material 4

Wilkinson, Chapter 3 under “Basics”

First oral report on progress of Bibliography Project

Exercise 4 (due next week)

	5
	Geography

Readings:

Course Material 5

Wilkinson, Chapter 4 under “Basics”

Exercise 5 (due next week)

	6


	Chronology and Telling Time

Readings:

Course Material 6

Wilkinson, Chapters 5, 6 under “Basics”

First deadline for Bibliography Project

Exercise 6 (due next week)

	7
	Locating Primary Sources

Readings:

Course Material 7
Wilkinson, Chapter 9 under “Basics,” Chapter 43 under “Primary Sources by Period”

Exercise 7 (due next week)

	8
	Indexes and Concordances

Readings:

Course Material 8

Wilkinson, Chapter 9.10?

Teng and Biggerstaff, 214-31 (listed in Course Material 2)

Second oral report on progress of Bibliography Project

Exercise 8 (due next week)

	9
	Anthologies and Collections of Chinese Literature 

Readings:

Course Material 9

Wilkinson, Chapter 30 under “Other Primary Sources”
Exercise 9 (due next week)

	10
	The Dynastic Histories and Other Historical Works

Readings:

Course Material 10

Wilkinson, Part III. Historical Genres

Exercise 10 (due final date)

	11
	Final deadline for Bibliography Project (final date)
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